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Currency. 


Owing chiefly to the presence of pilgrims of different nationalities and the 
fact that the Government prohibition of the use of foreign money is obeyed 
only in transactions with Government departments, the currency of Jeddah is 
confused and complicated. 

Silver.—The silver currency for ordinary transactions begins from the lowest 
coin, the devani, which is an imaginary or “‘account” coin, or at any rate is now 
never seen. 


28 devanis és ‘ea .. = J] rezin (also imaginary) 
ae wae es de 1 bad pias. (also imaginary) 
28 bad pias. or 40 rezins <a 1 Umla dol. (also imaginary) 


This Umla dollar is the most used standard in transactions with natives of 
the interior. 


20 to 214 bad pias... .. = I rupee 
322 to 324, a 11. 
1 Ottoman silver pias. (rea) ig 2d. (about) 
20 Ottoman 5 1 mejidie dol. 
120 to 122 Ottoman silver ‘pias. 
(real coin) me 1. 


110 =Ottoman Government 
account pias., called “gold” 


(imaginary coin) oe acs 1. 
Dollars, called ‘‘ brum,” are of three kinds, viz. :— 

Singapore ue one 
Japanese ... sé ois oT “ = Each from 30 to 36 bad pias. 
Mexican 
Maris Theresa or Franca dollar... = 30 to 36 bad pias. 
Javanese or Dutch dollar ss 64 bad pias. 
Egyptian dollar of 20 pias. 

Egyptian “i Be 64 to 66 bad pias. 
Tunis dollar (5 fr. ) ais sg 60 to 64 bad pias. 
Persian kran ... ees ove 103 bad pias. 


Rupees at the above-mentioned rate (15 rs. per Il., fixed rate) are in wide and 
constant circulation. 
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Gold.—British gold (see page 3). 
Turkish lira ee ase .. = 290 to 294 bad pias. 
Napoleon ... a3 eee 35% 250 to 2553, 
Russian 10-rouble piece eee 329 to 330 3 
Rupees and brum and Maria Theresa dollars are the coins perhaps most in 


circulation. 

The Turkish silver mejidie dollar and gold lira are in considerable circulation, 
especially for official purposes. 

The Turkish silver piastre is not much in circulation, being mostly replaced 
by the Indian 2-anna piece. 


Towns. 
Population. 
Jeddah ube ved aes see sae 30,000 
Mecca an ie ee ee me 70,000 
Medina sie ed Suis ie ee 40,000 
Yambo Bz on we i ee 5,000 


Elwejh wag aes see aos Sie 2,000 


British subjecis.—There are registered about 300 British Indian subjects, exact 
numbers of all families not being recorded, and two or three other British subjects. 
‘There are a large rumber of British Indian residents not registered. Sometimes 
in the pilgrimage season there are as many as 20,000 British Indian pilgrims 
temporarily in the district, beside 4,000 or 5,000 British Malay pilgrims. 

Language.—Arabic. External correspondence is conducted in English and 
French and in Hindustani and other Indian languages. A knowledge of Malay 
is also useful. 
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MAP OF THE HEJAZ 


28° 


20° 


Note 
The exact Northern Boundary 
has not been ascertained. 


The province no longer 
includes Akaba. 


60° Ordnance Survey, Southamptor, 12, 
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Report for the Years 1908-10 on the Trade and Commerce of Jeddah, 
with some information concerning 1911 


By Mr. Consun Mowanan, 


Imports and exports—No official statistics are obtainable, and 
hardly any information from local merchants. It seems certain 
that in 1910 about 90,0002. was paid as import duties, which would 
give a little less than 1,000,0U0/. worth (invoice value) of dutiable 
imports. There may perhaps be three-quarters as much again not 
dutiable, 2.¢., imported from Ottoman ports, so that the total yearly 
imports may perhaps beabout 1,750,0007. The figures in the appended 
tables have been obtained from the best possible sources, but seem 
likely to be exaggerated. Until August, 1909, invoices were not as 
a rule considered for the purpose of estimating duty payable, but by 
the reform then introduced the invoice price (plus lighterage at; Jeddah) 
is generally accepted for that purpose. At the same time custom- 
house procedure was simplified, about one-quarter of the then 50 
employés being removed, and the remainder being better paid. The 
result has been as satisfactory as could be expected, though merchants 
continue to complain of the custom-house. Exports being trifling, 
the imports are for the most part paid for by money of pilgrims (see 
the appended figures of pilgrimages), as the inhabitants of Mecca, 
Medina, Jeddah and Yambo, and also the Bedouin camel drivers live 
directly or indirectly on pilgrims. Jeddah imports for the needs of 
pilgrims and of the fixed population of the Hejaz, including until lately 
at least the greater part of the needs of Medina, which town to some 
extent, not published, now imports by railway. Jeddah also imports 
for much of Central Arabia. The Hejaz grows practically nothing 
except a small quantity of vegetables and grapes, and has no minerals 
and practically no manufactures. Specie amounting, it appears, to 
over 1,000,000/. a year is the great export. 

In the report for 1907 appeared a.statement to the effect that rice 
and cereals from India, piece-goods from the United Kingdom direct 
or vié Constantinople or vid Syria or vid India, and hardware and 
metals from the United Kingdom direct or via India, and from India, 
are the principal imports from the British Empire. And this holds 
good for the present report. Flour is nearly all from British India 
(freight from Bombay 1 rupee per sack of 90 kilos., price here from 
15s. to 1. per sack). There is a little superior flour from Marseilles 
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and Russia (price here 13. 10s. to 1. 15s. per sack). Rice is from 
British India, and also during the last seven years from Basrah. Of 
wheat, as will be seen from the tables, only a small proportion comes 
from India; of the rest, nearly all is from Basrah, freights being 
light, whereas freights from Egypt are found prohibitive. Of the 
barley, four-fifths are from Basrah and the rest from Syria, the same 
reason being given. 

There are a sort of T-cloth—plain, grey, sized—of Bombay manu- 
facture, called gamti, imported (price about 91. per 20 pieces ‘of 9 Ibs. 
weight each), and some other cotton goods of Bombay manufacture, 
but 2ii to a comparatively small amount. The grey sheetings from 
A:nerica (erroneously called shirtings in previous reports) are being, 
on account of their high price, replaced to some extent by the same 
article from Manchester, which has, I understand, held the market here 
until 1895 ; and to a perhaps greater extent by the same article, 
being cheapest, from Italy (price of grey sheeting here from 9/. to 
102. 10s. per bale of 25 pieces, each 30 yards by l yard). The Italian 
competition has for the present—1911—12—been stopped by the Turco- 
Ttalian war. Muslins and madapolams are from the United Kingdom, 
and so are most of the cotton prints; but fancy cotton articles, as 
cretonnes and imitation shawls, come from Austria-Hungary, and to 
a small extent from France. Mixed silk and cotton goods are of 
Syrian or Indian manufacture. Yarns and sewing threads—white 
and dyed, included under “ Miscellaneous ”’—are imported to the 
annual amount, it is said, of about 6,000/., exact figures not being 
obtainable. Yarns are generally imported of numbers up to 70 
(most commonly it would seem up to 40), and perhaps three-quarters 
of them, including all the better qualities, are from the United 
Kingdom, the rest being, it is said, from Belgium chiefly and some 
from India. Cloth comes from Belgium and the Netherlands. The 
import of yarn, however, is relatively small, there being no weaving 
industry. 

The iron goods in the appended list, described as coming from 
India, are chiefly from Europe via India. Of enamelled g goods about 
5,000. worth of European (chiefly Austro-Hungarian) origin is 
imported, and of this about one-half from India. The superior 
arrangements of the port of Trieste for shipping, and of the Austrian 
Lloyd Company, for transhipping goods at regular intervals on to the 
Khedivial Company’s steamers at Suez for Jeddah, are said to account 
for the large import from Trieste, which includes most of the cofice 
and perhaps one-third of the sugar (the rest of the sugar now nearly 
all coming from Egypt). Smaller hardware, glassware, lamps and 
paper, whether shipped from Trieste or from Constantinople, are 
said to be nearly all from Austria-Hungary. 

A petroleum engine for a flour mill, turning out about 14 tons 
flour daily, was seb up in Mecca in 1909, and up to January, 1912, 
two others of the same size have since arrived for Mecca, but have 
not yet been set up; and a third, three-quarters of above size, has 
arrived and is working in Jeddah. They are all of British manu- 
facture. One of those set up in Mecca will also, it is said, be used 
for ice making. There is no immediate prospect of a further demand, 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


525 


JEDDAH. 7 


but this kind of flour mill is a novelty in the Hejaz, and may soon be 
asked for again. 

Public works—The prolongation of the Hejaz Railway from 
Medina to Mecca seems to have been abandoned for the present. 
Engineers have been surveying the proposed Jeddah-Mecea line for 
the last year (1911), but so far as is known there is no present prospect 
of construction being commenced. 

The water condenser in the town continues to work irregularly, 
and its condensed water, being from a foul part of the-harbour, often 
has a bad smell and taste. It can turn out about 30 tonsaday. The 
price at the condenser is about 8s. 6d. per ton. As much again hes 
to be paid for transport in the town in small quantities. The price 
of good drinking-water from wells varies down to about 10s. per ton, 
including transport. It is now at the extraordinary high rate of 
about 1. per ton. Of rain-water from cisterns thére has been prac- 
tically none for the last two years; its price, when there is any, is 
generally about 18s. per ton, including transport. There is a small 
condenser on the quarantine island, said to turn out about 15 tons 
a day, supplying not the general public but some individuals; the 
price of its water is 17. 16s. 8d. per ton, including transport to shore. 

A portable hospital, made of compressed paper and well equipped, 
was set up by Government in 1911 outside the town at the total cost 
of about 4,000. for the accommodation of 100 pilgrims, and is being 
used in the present 1911-12 pilgrimage. 

Public health—Nothing exact is known as to mortality, but the 
town is exceedingly insanitary, and the mortality is probably high. 
Bubonic plague to a small extent is probably endemic in Jeddah. 
It is declared in every pilgrimage season, as is also a considerable 
amount of cholera in Mecca and a little in Jeddah. 
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Imports at Jeddah from Countries other than India for the Years 1908-10. 

















Articles. | From— | 1908. | 1909. 1910. 
Cotton goods United Kingdom, United Packages. £ Packages. £ Packages. £ 
States and Syria ... ame Dyed 130,675 4,099 102,475 4,115 102,875 
Silk goods aes bu ns o a ears and Syria .. wee 2,205 110,250 1,066 50,300 2,237 111,850 
Cotton... Si sed ae Yemen and Egypt . was! 960 1,920 1,300 2,600 | 894 1,788 
Coffee cae ses 53 os .| Yemen and United States... | 18,323 53,292 11,417 45,668 7,770 31,080 
Wheat... iis wie es Basrah and Egypt .. .-- 101,518 84,598 33,287 27,572 44,631 37,692 
Barley... ws ae ey ..-| Basrah and Syria ... ws! 214,367 89,403 140,032 59,180 135,053 56,280 
Flour see mde whe doe ...| Trieste and Constantinople | 1,664 1,941 809 944 983 1,147 
Grain ang ae ads es ...| Yemen seo} 23,463 27,373 9,858° 11,501 10,900 12,717 
Dora grain eee ...| Yemen and Basrah... .- 120,806 100,672 97,231 81,026 | 104,870 87,392 
Beans, chickpeas ‘and lentils tee ...| Egypt and Syria .. 28,463 27,373 11,941 13,931 9,100 10,617 
Sesame... ws vee Ss ewe | WN os | 5,470 5,470 3,016 3,016 5,020 5,020 
Dates see 3h ais eee ..-| Muscat and Basrah... | 44,963 22,481 13,527 6,763 37,999 18,999 
Rice og on abe eek ...| Singapore and Basrah | 21,223 21,223 £8,740 28,740 19,610 19,610 
Sugar on sts — ade ...| Trieste and Egypt .. | 56,259 112,518 36,478 72,956 43,627 87,254 
Carpets... see ee wes ...| Persia . eae 269 21,520 120 9,600 308 24,640 
Soap fey is ss Ses ...| Egypt and Syria vee 1,476 8,856 1,121 6,726 2,675 16,050 
Petroleum... ade she bes .--| Russia and United States . 4 65,820 16,455 48,350 12,087 78,000 19,500 
Tobacco ... 1 ewe wees ewe | Turkey 4 1,056 26,400 859 21,475 1,320 33,000 
Tombac ... aes th sas ..-| Persia 1,886 11,316 1,241 7,446 2 021 12,126 
Hardware, &c. ... wee Jee ...| Europe 6,468 97,020 4,976 74,640 5,784 86,760 
Aloe wood es es bee ...| Singapore 8 240 16 480 21 630 
Perfumery ae ag és ...| Constantinople 20 600. 13 390 34 102 
Timber... Pom on its ...| Java and Singapore . 69,889 9,981 52,634 8,772 73,899 12,316 
Glassware... nee tee $e ...| Europe ae wes wet —-1,987 15,896 2,016 16,128 3,022 24,176 
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Provisions... «-. ws eee eee | Turkey, Egypt and ee i 
.| China wee 





35,030 
3,229 
116 
15,889 
23,332 


70,060 20,211 | 40,422 28,129 
| 12,916 1,931 | 7,724 2,562 
5,800 | 203 10,150 179 
55,611 | 22,740 79,590" 9,225 
466,640 21,232 424,640 32,444 











Tee: 1,226,942 aoa 


56,258 
10 ,248 
8,950 
32,287 
648,880 


| 1,570,244 


PO I 
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Imports at Jeddah from India and Singapore during the Years 1908-10. 




































































































Articles. 1908. | 1909. 1910. 
| : 
Packages. £ Packages. £ Packages. £ 
Rice 172,559 | 158,179 | 281,864 | 258,375 | 253,734 | 232,589 
Wheat ... 14,657 9,771 | 22,887 15,258 | 31,714] 21,143 
Flour 66,932 | 72,509 | 52,962; 57,370] 61,561 | 65,024 
Sugar .. 3,762 7,524 1,350 2,700 3,042 6,084. 
Groceries 5,462 | 10,924 4,480 8,960 4,018 8,036- 
Tea 2,598 75794 978 2,934 1,356 4,068. 
Sesame me 3,762 3,762 3,024 3,024. 1,911 1,911 
Lentils, grain, 
dal, &c. 3,671 3,671 5,116 5,116 3,456 3,456- 
Dora «| 23,243} 11,621 | 64,884] 32,442 11,272 
Oil and ghee ... 1,229 3,687 565 1,695 1,983" 
Piece-goods 1,769 | 79,605 1,616 | 72,720 48,735. 
Sik  ... ee 54 2,700 63 3,150 2,250 
Indian carpets... 229 9,160 197 7,880 8,040: 
Ropes ... ; 442 2 540 540 368 
Indigo ... 56 1,120 75 1,500 1,220: 
Perfumes 121 1,815 Sl 1,215 1,575- 
Aloe woods 6 180 9 270 510: 
Brassware 474} 11,850 602 12,550 9,675: 
Hardware 2,315 4,630 2,903 5,806 3,998 
Glassware 119 714 306 1,836 846 
Sundries 73,170 53,000 
Timber 848 148 
Total 569,359 485,931 
Exports from Jeddah during the Years 1908-10, 
] 
Articles. 1908. | 1909. 1910. 
Packages., £ Packages.) £ Packages 
Goat-skins * 70,000 4,666 | 62,500 4,170 | 76,000 
Sheep-skins 200,000 | 13,333 | 275,000 18,333 | 360,000 
Cow-hides a 2,500 667 2,200 588 3,000 
Camel-hides 1,900 633 1,700 567 2,000 
Wool 1,200 2,400 1,400 2,800 2,000 
Henna ... 3,400 | 11,333 2,800 9,333 4,200 
Gum... sat 2,300 7,667 1,900 6,333 2,500 
Mother-of-pearl 
shells... 50 200 20 80 90 
Sundries ‘ 10,900 7,500 “a 
Total 
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Detas of Pilgrims Arrived at Jeddah by Steamers, &c., of Different 
Nationalities during the Pilgrimage Seasons of 1909-11. 














Number of Pilgrims. 


Nationalities of Steamers. 





1909. | 1910, | 1911. 











‘British .. | 49,734 65,786 60,887 
Dutoh ... ese ive se ies 5,751 6,565 11,283 
FRUSsiathss. sts Wee coe a 5,302 11,827 , 7,899 
-German ... is as os “ 2,997 383: 
‘Turkish ... 2,426 2,845 | 5 
Talia: ate. 4eeo Bide. ave | ade 981! avs 
Greek... ai ae ee ne 1,699 ae ! 
French ... Pe me ae 468 : ' 1, 182 
Austro “Hungarian as wee see 59 
-Samiot ... 1,717 
Roumanian ... “ae oe i "£16 
By small sailing crafts of different | 
nationalities ... wes ae 2,877 2,164 1,476 
Total. i 71,254 | 90,051 | 86,024 
{ 








Return of all Shipping at Jeddah during the Years 1908-10. 





























| Vessels. Tonnage. 
Nationality. ee Ro ee ae 
| Steam. | Sailing. | Total. | Steam. Sailing. Total. 
} ' 
From March 14 | 
to March 13, 
1908-09— | | 
German i 5 5 3} 7,876 ats 7,876 
British 1 207 6 213 , 305,019 352 | 305,371 
Danish l Rea 1 1,308 bie 1,308 
Trench 1 : 1 1,921 ‘6 1,921 
Greek “ine 3 6s 3 4,317 : 4,317 
Dutch ae Ue re 21 55,712 i | 55,712 
Italian vig wes 18 18 559 559 
‘Ottoman 15 618 633 12,008 | 12,844 24,852 
Egyptian | as 19 19 455 455 
Russian ' 22 e 22 51 ‘ASB 51,485 
Zanzibarian... tee 2 2 eo ee 60 
Total eas 275 663 | 938 | 439,616 ae a teed 14,270 ae ape tt 
From March 14 ae ee 
to March 13, | | 
1909-L0— | 
German Pe: ll or 5 ae 20,409 20,409 
British bs 223 3 225 | 343,723 "124 343 S47 
Danish ... 1 ae 169 169 
French | 3 P | 3 5,760 | 5,760 
‘Greelk 4 ar 4 4.500 4,500 
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Return of all Shipping at Jeddah during the Years 1908-L0—. 
continued. 


Vessels. Tonnage. 
Nationality. |_——-—--———- ,------ — 


Sailing. Total. | Steam. | Sailing. Total. 





| 
! 
| 
, 


ee eens penvenee toons 

















Dutch Pal ae 57,418 
Italian 1 29 3,715 
Ottoman 27 756 35,643 
Egyptian...) 6. | 7 140 
Russian... | 29°). as 74,226 
nnn cel, ee 
Total...’ 920,794 531,175 | 645,827 
From March 14 | 
to March 13, | | | 
1910-11— | ; | 
German : 5. ww | 12,349 ai . 12,349 
British | 378 | 4. 433,221 324 . 433,545 
Danish | da? ee 92 | are 92 
Dutch OY: Ag 63,867 | 63,867 
Italian 5 20 2,447 613 3,060 
Norwegian oj 1 | | 2349 ) 2,349 
Ottoman ...! 23 | «(654 21,179 12,402 33,58]. 
Ugyptian see. 3 wk 95; 95 
Russian vl 40 xe 107,694 | Pe _ 107,694 
Total wl B74 681 | 1,058 | 643,198 13,484 | 656,682 


{ $ 
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Return of British Shipping which Entered and Cleared at Jeddah. 
during the Year 1910. 


(a) Steam. 
ENTERED. 


0 OEY RE ERO tL OVE NaN T ARNT BUTS BLUR SELES NTS ACY Vite BRI 


With Cargo. 





Thane aanatanadal 


In Ballast. | Total. 


From— s aecaomersaanee — 
Vessels.| Tonnage. Yo Tonnage. Yoel Tonnage. 





T eabet 





A Ora 




















een tes aterm epetmatans cenneme mie ott ae fn aro ae oom ot cnn te tee ie omar tan 


‘ 





t 


United Kingdom ws! 16 62,145 16 62,145 
Java and = Malay | | 

Peninsula rey | 110,455 ve | ses 27 110,455 
India... see vet 42 81,420 vee | _ 42 81,420 
Persian Gulf... sae 8 11,555 ii | re 8 11,555 
Turkey and Red Sea, 

ports weet = & | 2,890] 63 | 42,020} 67 | 45,119 
Suez ; wo. = 64 44,567 9 14,606 73 59,173 
Aden wat :28 18.173 | J | 9] 29 | 18,263 





House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 























JEDDAH. 13 
CLEARED. 
With Cargo. | In Ballast. | Total. 
To— Sau TEs aes Te A 
', 
Vessels. pia aint Tonnage. ‘Vessels.| Tonnage. 
L 
i | { eS 
United Kingdom wef 23 85,721 ' 23 85,721 
Java and Malay i 
Peninsula ... ...| 18 | 70,915 a 18 | 70,915 
India ... ws es eS 3) 66,178 13 27,283 46 , $7,461 
Persian Gulf... 2 | 2,200; 3 1 5,09] 5 , 7,818 
‘Turkey and Red Sea. { i. 
ports ou «| 13 22,257 56 33,155 69 55,412 
Suez .. o,f 56 | 42,279} 18 | 17,205] 74 | 59,57 
Aden ... ae wef 25 13,834 2 2,008 27 15,8" 5 
Europe (Amsterdam ‘ . 
and Marseilles) 4 16,960. | 4 16,960 
i i 
(6) Satie. 
ENTERED (with Cargo): 
Trom— Vessels. Tonnage. 
Red Sca ports... ee oe sae 3 224 
CLEARED. 
With Cargo. In Ballast. Total. 
To— Beas didaaiitce att Rite Neca eteraiss 
r Vessel. Toonge Vl teach cael Tonnage. 














4 | 324. 5 386 


‘Red Sea ports - 1 | 62 


Return ef British Shipping which Entered and Cleared at Jeddah 
during the Year 1911. 


STEAM. 
ENTERED. 





Comes hameidineshntahetmheniannhenstentdanetmamnmen oben asthenia arenetahaietenenteded 


With Cargo, 





WTA: 


In Ballast. Total. 


From— iit ar a NS ce os lat a ia an 
Vessels.| Tonnage. |Vessels.| Tonnage. Femi Tonnage. 


“United Kingdom a 33 | 119,276 1 2,336 34 | 121,612 
Java and Malay Penin- 




















sula ... see 27 | 118,045 eo ves 27 | 118,045 
India... eee 45 86,071 ve ose 45 86,071 
Persian Gulf eee 10 18,592 eee sae 10 13,592 





‘Turkey and Red Son 


ports ves * 5 6,988 40 38,244 45 45,232 
Suez... sae wf 49 23,570 5 11,950 54 35,520 
Aden ... aes soo] = 28 18 676 | I 2,555 26 21,231 
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CLEARED. 
With Cargo. In Ballast. | Total. 
Lo 

Vessels.| Tonnage.|Vessels.| Tonnage.|Vessels.} Tonnage.. 
United Kingdom __... 24 | 102,390 ae “| 24 | 102,390 

Java and eee 
Peninsula ne 33 | 123,858 us i 33 123,858. 
India... oy ; 8 15,385 40 78, 848 | ; 48 94,233. 
Persian Gulf... 3 4,892 7 10,400 10 15,292 

Turkey and Red Sea 
ports ee idee OB 1,869} 35 | 36,256 40 | 38,125. 
Suez... axe | 6&4 36,666 3 2,737 57 39,403 
Aden wet = 25 24,697 


18,742 3 5,955 28 
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